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ENGROSSED HOUSE BI LL 1726

Passed Legislature - 2003 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Haigh and Arnstrong; by request of Ofice of
Fi nanci al Managenent

Read first tinme 02/06/2003. Referred to Committee on Commerce &
Labor.

AN ACT Rel ating to an enployer's indebtedness to a deceased person
for wunpaid wages, labor, or services perfornmed; and anmending RCW
49. 48. 120.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW49.48.120 and 1981 ¢ 333 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) If at the tine of the death of any person, his or her enpl oyer
is indebted to himor her for work, |abor, and services perforned, and
no executor or admnistrator of his or her estate has been appointed,
((sueh)) the enployer shall upon the request of the surviving spouse
((forthwth)) pay ((satd)) the indebtedness((+)) in ((sueh)) an anount
as may be due not exceeding the sum of two thousand five hundred
dollars, to the ((sa+d)) surviving spouse, or if the decedent |eaves no

surviving spouse, then to the decedent's child or children, or if no
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(2) In the event the decedent's enployer is the state of
Washi ngton, then the anpbunt of the indebtedness that can be paid under
subsection (1) of this section shall not exceed ten thousand dollars.
At the beginning of each biennium the director of financial nanagenent
may by adm nistrative policy adjust the amount of indebtedness that can
be paid under this subsection to levels not to exceed the percentage
increase in the consuner price index for all urban consuners, CPI-U
for Seattle, or a successor index, for the previous biennium as
calculated by the United States departnent of |abor. Adjusted dollar
amounts of indebtedness shall be rounded to the nearest five hundred
dollar increnent.

3) If the decedent and the surviving spouse((;—whiech)) have
entered into a community property agreenent that neets the requirenents
of RCW26.16.120, and the right to ((sueh)) the i ndebtedness becane the
sol e property of the surviving spouse upon the death of the decedent,
the enployer shall pay to the surviving spouse the total of ((sueh))
the indebtedness, or that portion which is governed by the comunity
property agreenment, upon presentation of ((sa+d)) the agreenent
acconpanied by an affidavit or declaration of the surviving spouse
stating that ((sueh)) the agreenment was executed in good faith between
the parties ((therete)) and had not been rescinded by the parties
((pr+or—to)) before the decedent's death ((ef—t+he—decedent—PROA-DED
FURTHER—That) ) .

(4 In all cases, the enployer shall require proof of the
claimant's relationship to the decedent by affidavit or declaration
and shall require the claimant to acknow edge receipt of ((sueh)) the
payment in witing.

(5) Any paynents nmade by an enpl oyer pursuant to the provisions of
RCW 49.48.115 and 49.48.120 shall operate as a full and conplete
di scharge of the enployer's indebtedness to the extent of ((satd)) the
paynment, and no enpl oyer shall thereafter be |iable ((t+hereftoer)) to the
decedent's estate, or the decedent's executor or admnistrator
t hereafter appointed.

(6) The enpl oyer may al so pay the i ndebtedness upon presentation of
an affidavit as provided in RCW11.62.010.
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Approved by the Governor May 7, 2003.
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